BIRTH THROUGH EIGHT STRATEGY FOR TULSA

The Birth through Eight Strategy for Tulsa (BEST) represents an exciting opportunity for Tulsa.
BEST is a comprehensive, continuous and integrated approach that focuses on families to help break
the cycle of intergenerational poverty. This strategy knits together programs and services to create
a seamless continuum of support. Programs, services, community agencies and philanthropies
are partnering with Tulsa’s families to build a cycle of opportunity.

9 THE BIRTH THROUGH EIGHT STRATEGY FOR TULSA'S FOUR MAIN GOALS ARE
TO INCREASE THE PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN:
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healthy nurturing homes kindergarten by third grade

REACH AND IMPACT:

» Over the course of ten years, BEST is projected to reach 80 percent of the 40,000 children
living in poverty under the age of nine in Tulsa County annually.

40,000

LIVING IN POVERTY UNDER THE AGE OF 9 IN TULSA COUNTY
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The strategy is deeply informed by what decades of - A majority of programs and services will focus intensively
brain science research tell us about the most effective on infants and toddlers. Adults will receive the tools and
way to combat poverty: Act early, when most brain reinforcements they need to support early development.
development happens. « A wide range of evidence-informed supports will be

available to families across the community during the first
eight years of a child’s life.

GEORGE KAISER FAMILY FOUNDATION
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